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Abstract

Dr. Zafrullah Chowdhury (1941-2023) was a decent, unassuming and people-oriented person. At the center of his
thoughts and actions was the desire to establish a society free from exploitation, rights of the common man, social
dignity, equality and direct proximity to left politics in his adolescence and youth provided intellectual inspiration to
his philosophy of the state. In particular, the questions of social ownership of wealth, reduction of economic inequality,
rights of workers and farmers, use of state resources for public welfare and empowerment of the people became
important in his thoughts. He believed that achieving real freedom of the people cannot be ensured only by achieving
political freedom. If the wealth and production system of the state are under the control of a limited number of
individuals or groups, then the common man remains economically and socially subjugated. This view brings him
closer to the concept of equality and social justice of leftist politics. However, his leftist politics was characterized by
the fact that it was not bound by any strict ideological framework; rather, it was developed around the questions of
people’s real life, health, education, employment and social security. He strongly hated hypocrisy and those without
ideals. Later, by establishing the Gonoshasthaya Kendra, he set an important example of the practical application of his
political and social philosophy. Affordable healthcare for the common people, need-based treatment and the creation
of participatory institutions for the people manifested a benevolent form in his work. For him, the state was an
institution of service to the people, not a tool for the powerful to use their power and protect their own interests.

Keywords— Inconspicuous, Privatization, hypocrisy, Gono-project, Social-ownership.
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